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DATE ISSUED: March 30, 2005 REPORT NO. 05-077
ATTENTION: Land Use and Housing Committee
Docket of April 6, 2005
SUBJECT: Adoption of the 2004 California Electrical Code
SUMMARY
Issues:

Should the City Council adopt an ordinance amending the Municipal Code to incorporate
the current edition of the California Electrical Code with related amendments?

Manager’ s Recommendation: Adopt the ordinance as proposed.

Other Recommendations:

The Board of Building Appeals and Advisors approved the amendment package as
submitted at their March 10, 2005 meeting and recommended that the Land Use and
Housing Committee adopt the 2004 California Electrical Code and approve the proposed
amendments to the San Diego Municipal Code as proposed.

Fiscal Impact: Administration of the Building and Fire codes is based upon a fee for
service paid for by applicants in the development process.

Housing Affordability |mpact:

The proposed 2004 California Electrical Code adoption action follows prior action taken
by the State of California, and will not result in additional impact to the cost of housing
beyond the statewide impact caused by the State action. The Municipal Code amendments
are administrative in nature and will minimally impact the cost of housing.



BACKGROUND

Every three years the City of San Diego adopts the latest editions of the California Building
Codesand Fire Code. Thisisdone in coordination with the State of California sadoption of
these codes. This procedure provides an additional opportunity to modify local regulations
and maintain local and statewide consistency.

The State adoption process during the 2004 Code cycle differsfromthat of past yearsin that
the adoption of the latest editions of the Building, Fire, Mechanical and Plumbing codes will
be delayed. It isexpected that the Mechanical and Plumbing Code will be adopted in 2006 and
that the Building and Fire Code will be adopted in late 2007 or early 2008.

The City' s building and fire safety regulations are incorporated in the San Diego Municipal
Code as shown below:

1. Chapter 5 Article 5 contains the Fire Code;

2. Chapter 11 Article 1 includes the Board of Building Appeas and Advisors
regulations;

3. Chapter 11 Article 2 Division 2 includes procedures for unsafe buildings;

4, Chapter 12 Article 9 Division 1 outlines general construction permit authority and
procedures;

5. Chapter 12 Article 9 Division 2 and Chapter 14 Article 5 contain building permit
procedures and the Building Code amendments,

6. Chapter 12 Article 9 Division 3 and Chapter 14 Article 6 contain electrical permit
procedures and the Electrical Code amendments; and

7. Chapter 12 Article 9 Division 4 and Chapter 14 Article 7 contain Plumbing and
Mechanical Code permit procedures and the Plumbing and Mechanical Code
amendments.

This ordinance amends the San Diego Municipal Code Chapters and Articles so asto adopt
the 2004 Edition of the California Electrical Code (2002 NEC with State amendments).
Adoption of this ordinance will update the City’ s building standardsfor all types of buildings
to reflect the most recent improvements in design and construction techniques.

Explanations of the proposed amendmentsto the Municipal Codethat are of significance are
shown in Attachment # 1. The proposed changes to the San Diego Municipal Code are
primarily editorial in nature and include minor revisions to facilitate the permit process for
Photovoltaic systems and electrical systems in residential buildings.

DISCUSSION

State law requiresthat, except for local climatic, geological, or topographical conditions, all
jurisdictions adopt and enforce the same regulations which are adopted by the State. Asa
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result, al cities in the San Diego metropolitan area and the County are in the process of
adopting the 2004 edition of the California Electrical Code with a minimum of local
amendments. Assuch, thiswill result in substantial uniformity with the County and all other
local jurisdictions within San Diego County, and the State of California.

Copies of the amendments to the Municipal Code incorporated in this ordinance have been
distributed to the principal building industry organizations in the county (list attached). A
public hearing was also held by the Board of Building Appeals and Advisorsto review the
proposed amendments. The Board voted to recommend to the Land Use and Housing
Committee adoption of the 2004 California Electrical Code with changes to the Municipal
Code as proposed in this ordinance.

The State of California has mandated an effective date of August 1, 2005 for the adoption of
the 2004 CaliforniaElectrical Code. Approval of these amendmentsin coordination with the
State mandate will improve the City’s administration and implementation of these codes.

ALTERNATIVE

Do not recommend adoption of this ordinance. Thiswill result in enforcement of State regulations
without proposed local amendments in connection with all building construction.

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Halbert Approved: PatriciaT. Frazier
Development Services Director Deputy City Manager
FRAZIER/AMF
ATTACHMENT(S):

1. Outreach list

2. Code Adoption Report, Board of Building Appeals and Advisors



http://clerkdoc.sannet.gov/RightSite/getcontent/local.pdf?DMW_OBJECTID=09001451800b7226
http://clerkdoc.sannet.gov/RightSite/getcontent/local.pdf?DMW_OBJECTID=09001451800b7227

